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Meeting Minutes – October 7th

At the offices of the Southern California Marine Exchange 
 2009 

 
 
 

 
ATTENDEES 

    NAME  ORGANIZATION PHONE EMAIL 
John Betz POLA Pilots (310) 463 3746 betzjohn@mac.com 
Robert Gregory Foss Maritime (714) 267 1928 bob@foss.com 
John Strong Jacobsen Pilots (310) 283 4478 jzs@jacobsenpilot.com 
Sam Jebananthan APL (310) 548 8801 sam_jebananthan@apl.com 
Wayne Tober Maersk Lines (310) 221-4232 nammarsvcwes@maersk.com 
Reid Crispino MX/VTS (310) 869 8631 rjc@mxsocal.org 
Tony Parisi USN NAVAIR (805) 989 9209 anthony.parisi@navy.mil 
Camille Daniels Recreational Boating (213) 400 5593 camilledaniels@verizon.net 
Tom Welch Westrec Marinas (310) 514 4985 westrecsca@aol.com 
Dick Mckenna MAREX (310) 519 3126 rbm@mxsocal.org 
Ronald Kelly Transmarine Nav (310) 505 9164 r.kelly@tansmarine.com 
Norman George Crowley Petroleum (562) 491 4751 norman.george@crowley.com 
Cmdr. Dan Kane U.S. Coast Guard (310) 521 3701 daniel.p.kane@uscg.mil 
Matt Capon USCG (310) 521 3863 matthew.b.capon@uscg.mil 
T.L. Garrett PMSA (562) 377 5671 tgarrett@pmsaship.com 
Ion Badea Norton Lilly (562) 244 2120 ibadea@nortonlilly.com 
 
By Phone 
Peggy Taricco C.A.R.B. (916) 323 4882 ptaricco@arb.ca.gov 
 
Please double-check your name, phone number and email address and advise of any errors.  Thanks! 
 
Meeting called to order at the offices of the San Pedro Marine Exchange at 1333. 
Minutes of the last two meetings were distributed by email and no corrections noted. 
 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

SAFE TRANSIT BROCHURE (Dec ’07) – Robin Blanchfield, CA Coastal Commission, is 
currently doing a final edit of the document.  Prior to today’s meeting she advised the chair that she 
will continue working on getting the document into its final brochure format. 
  
VOLUNTARY WESTERN TRAFFIC LANES July ’09) – Dick McKenna, San Pedro VTS;  
The Navigation Safety Subcommittee convened in special meeting twice over the summer to 
address this issue.  Today, the Los Angeles Long Beach Harbor Safety Committee approved the 
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subcommittee’s recommendation to endorse voluntary traffic lanes in the western approaches to 
LALB Harbors as a short term solution to separate the increased traffic in the Western Approach to 
Los Angeles and Long Beach Harbors.  The Harbor Safety Committee tasked this subcommittee 
with developing recommended language to describe and explain the western traffic lanes.   
 
General discussion followed.  Dick McKenna, San Pedro VTS, noted that the VTS has become 
more proactive in their oversight of vessels transiting through the Pacific Missile Test Center 
(PMTC).  They have communicating with the US Navy’s PLEAD CONTROL on a daily basis and 
assisting communications with transiting vessels.  Tony Parisi, USN NAVAIR, advised each 
Thursday the Navy publishes their testing schedule for the upcoming week.  Normally, when they 
have a test scheduled they begin to clear the range 2 hours before the test, or 4 hours for a larger 
operation.  Dick McKenna noted that it is helpful when a departing vessel advises their direction 
of travel when making their 15-minute pre-call prior to departing the federal breakwater.  Ron 
Kelly, Transmarine Navigation, offered that it would be helpful if PLEAD CONTROL had email 
communication capability.  It was suggested that the recommended language accompanying the 
notification of the Western Traffic Lanes should be reconciled with the US Coast Pilot language 
and it should ensure that mariners understand that: 

• The existing traffic separation scheme through the Santa Barbara Channel, as shown on the 
NOAA and Admiralty charts, is the only IMO approved TSS available for vessels transiting 
through the western and northern approaches to Los Angeles and Long Beach harbors. 

• Because the new western traffic lanes are not IMO approved, the COREGS Rule 10 does not 
apply. 

• The Los Angeles Long Beach Harbor Safety Committee (LALB HSC) does not make any 
recommendation regarding which route a vessel master should follow. 

• The new western traffic lanes should be used with due caution.  The vessel master at all times 
remains responsible for the safe navigation of his/her vessel. 

• They must make every effort to communicate with the U.S. Navy in a timely manner and 
comply fully with any instructions received, even to the extent that such instructions might 
require a departure from the new western traffic lanes.  

• They must keep the vessel’s A.I.S. equipment switched on at all times. 
 
John Betz offered to write up the recommended language based upon the committee’s input and 
provide same to the Marine Exchange/VTS for dissemination to the maritime community. 
 

 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

None 
 
 
The next Subcommittee #1 meeting is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, November 4th

 

 at the 
San Pedro Marine Exchange. 

The meeting adjourned at 1450. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
John Betz 
Chairman, Navigation Safety Subcommittee 
jbetz@portla.org 
(310) 463 3746 
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